The sights of Paris


	Site
	Métro stop
	Cost
	History

	La Tour Eiffel
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	Bir Hakeim
	13 Euros to go to the top

 8 Euros to the second level

open 9:30am-11pm
	· Built by Gustav Eiffel for 1889 World’s fair; the French thought it was ugly and did not like it

· 1063 feet tall 

· has 2 restaurants
· take métro to Trocadéro—great view!

	L’arc de Triomphe
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	Charles de Gaulle-Etoile
	free to look at ( 

8 euros to go to the top 
	· Commissioned by Napoleon, but was not completed until after he died. 

· Built to honor those who fought for France.

· Battles, military leaders & French victories are engraved on its sides

· Beneath it is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier from WWI

· Armies that marched through the arch & down the Champs-Elysées: the Germans in 1871 & 1940 and the Allies in 1919 & 1944.

· View of obelisque at Place de la Concorde 

	L’avenue des Champs-Elysées
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	· Charles de Gaulle-Etoile (far end),
· Georges V
· Franklin D. Roosevelt 

· Champs-Elysées Clémenceau
	free
	· 1.25 mile avenue lined with high-end shops & restaurants like: Louis Vuitton, Cartier, Europe’s largest Gap, Sephora, fancy car dealerships, Lacoste, Zara, Naf-Naf, huge movie theater, McDonalds (& many French restaurants)

· Arc de Triomphe is at one and the Obélisque is at the other

	Place de la Concorde
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	Concorde
	free !
	· originally named place Louis XV, then place de la Revolution

· the obelisk marks the spot where a guillotine once was

· the obelisk was given to France by the Egyptians

· the square/plaza also has beautiful fountains

	Le jardin des Tuileries
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	Tuileries


	free

dawn-dusk
	· public garden between Louvre & Place de la Concorde

	Musée du Louvre
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	Palais-Royal Musée du Louvre
	included in our tour

closed on Tuesdays
	· The palace, built in the 12th century, used to be the home of the French monarchy (until it was moved to Versailles by Louis XIV)

· Glass pyramid entrance built by I.M. PEI also initially disliked by the French. 

· Beneath the museum is the Carrousel du Louvre which is a small mall 


	Notre-Dame de Paris
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	Cité
	free to enter

(8 euros to climb the tower)

open 8am-7pm
	· Construction began in the 1160, completed in 1345

· Gothic cathedral

· Distances to every part of France are measured from “point zero,” which is a bronze star on the ground. 

· Rose window (w/ Mary & baby Jesus), huge pipe organ, gargoyles, statues of the 28 kings of Judah (beheaded during the Revolution) &  flying buttresses are neat features

	Montmartre
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	Abbesses
	free- this is just a fun neighborhood to see! 
	· means “hill of the martyr” 

· Place du Tertre: used to be bohemiean neighborhood & gathering place for artists; many artists set up their easels still today

· This area is home to Sacre Coeur, Van Gogh’s home, Eric Satie’s home & the Moulin Rouge

· this area has 2 windmills (moulins)

	La basilique du Sacre Coeur
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	Abbesses

(cool architecture)
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but Anvers (another métro stop) will avoid the steps 


	free to enter church 

* must either walk or use another metro ticket to take the “funicular” to get to the top
	· located at the top of Montmartre, the highest point in Paris (FREE & GREAT VIEW OF THE CITY!!)

· Byzantine-style basilica, is a Roman Catholic church

· Built in 1919

· seen in movie Amélie

· there are lots of gypsies around this area so BE CAREFUL!! (and do not go here at night)

	Le Jardin du Luxembourg
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	Odéon
	free!

A MUST-SEE!
	· largest park in Paris

· Palais du Luxembourg houses the French Senate

· Commissioned by Marie de Medici (wife of Henri IV) 

· Has fountains, vintage carousel, 100+ statues, gardens, model boats, a marionette theater

	Hôtel des Invalides
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	Invalides
	tomb & museum:

 9 Euros
	· Initially built by Louis XIV to house old and disabled veterans

· Eglise du Dôme (church w/ gold dome) houses Napoleon’s tomb

· This building complex contains Musée de l’Armée & other monuments


	Palais Bourbon (home of Assemblée Nationale)
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	Assemblée Nationale
	cannot really visit, but you will see this
	· Houses lower house of the French Senate

	Le Panthéon 
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	Cardinal Lemoine
	7 Euros

17 & under are free
	· Located in Latin Quarter

· Many of France’s great men are buried here: Voltaire, Rousseau, Victor Hugo

· Marie Curie is also buried here

	Palais Garnier
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	Opéra
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	9 euros for adults, 5 euros under 25

10am-5pm daily
	· Built in 1800s 

· Used to be home to Paris Opera (now in a modern

· The musical “The Phantom of the Opera” is about this opera house

	Le Petit Palais
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	Champs-Elysées Clémenceau
	free for permanent exhibits

closed Mondays
	· built in 1900

· now houses Musée des Beaux-Arts

· 

	Le Grand Palais
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	Franklin D. Roosevelt or Champs-Elysées-Clémenceau
	free
	· Large glass exhibition hall built in 1900

· Now houses Les Galleries Nationales (fine art) and also a Palais de la découverte (science & history museum)

	Pont Alexandre III
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	Champs-Elysées- Clemenceau 
	free
	· Probably the most ornate bridge in Paris

	Pont Neuf
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	Pont Neuf
	free
	· It’s name means “New Bridge” but ironically, it’s the oldest in Paris. 

· Built in the 1500s

	Cimitière du Père Lachaise

[image: image21.png]



	Philippe Auguste (main entrance)

Père Lachaise (side entrance)
	Free

8am-6pm
	· Largest cemetery in the city of Paris & world’s most-visited cemetery 

· Buried here: Jim Morrison, Edith Piaf, Oscar Wilde, Honoré de Balzac, Georges Bizet, Frédéric Chopin, Georges Seurat, Gertrude Stein, Molière

	Les Catacombes
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	Denfert-Rochereau
	8 euros adult

4 euros ages 14-26

10 a.m. to 17 p.m. every day except Monday (Last admission at 16 p.m.)
	· Underground cemetery (no longer in use)

· You will see skulls and bones, so do not go if that is too creepy

· Built because the Parisian cemeteries became over-crowded

	La Défense
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	La Défense


	free
	· the business district of Paris (this is where the modern skyscrapers are located)

· La Grande Arche (modern arc), can been seen from the Arc de Triomphe

	Centre Pompidou
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	Rambuteau or Châtelet
	under 18 free (show ID), 18-25 reduced price, adults 12 Euros

open 11am-9pm

closed on TUES
	· museum of modern art

· designed backwards so that what would normally be concealed (pipes, vents, etc.) is visible on the outside.  

· 6th floor has great view of Paris

	Musée d’Orsay
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	Solférino
	open 9:30am-6pm

Under 18- Free

18-25 = 7 Euros

Adults= 9.50 Euros

closed on Mondays
	· undergoing MAJOR renovations

· was originally a train station

· contains works by Van Gogh (Starry Night), Renoir, Monet, Manet, Cézanne, Degas

	Galeries Lafayette
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	Opéra

or  Chaussée d’Antin-La Fayette
	free to enter

closed Sunday

9:30am-8pm


	· Large department store in Paris- it is absolutely beautiful on the inside.  

· view of the city on 7th floor

· HUGE- takes up an entire block

· expensive... go to look, not shop



	Hôtel de Ville
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	Hôtel de Ville
	will see but cannot really visit
	· “City Hall” of Paris.  Houses many government offices, including the mayor of Paris.  

	Le Palais de Justice
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	Cité


	Under 18- Free

18+= 7 Euros

9:30am-6pm

(not much is open to the public)
	· a complex of buildings housing the local government: Palais de Justice (Supreme Court)

· La Conciergerie: prison during the revolution- Marie-Antoinette held here 

· Saint-Chapelle Church

	Place des Vosges
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	St-Paul

	free
	· Oldest planned square in Paris

· Has “Maison de Victor Hugo,” where he once lived 
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